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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because Figures 12-20 are hand drawn. Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of 
the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from 
the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and 
appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page 
header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be 
held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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1: Claims 1, 4-17, 19, 20, 23, 26-38, 40, 41, 44-46, 49, 51, 52, 55-59, 62, 64, 65, 68-70, 72, 
73, and 76-79 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(e) as being anticipated by USPN 6,606,422 
Dulin et al. 

2: As for Claim 1, Dulin et al teaches and depicts in Figures 5 and 6 a method of capturing 
an image by use of a camera (20), the method comprising: placing a scene within a field of 
vision of a wide angle lens coupled to the camera; (Column 1, Lines 37-53) Dulin et al teaches 
the use of capturing an image with a camera that has a large field of view. This is viewed by the 
examiner as a wide-angle lens camera. Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 14-20 storing 
image data of the scene in an image collection array. The image collection array is viewed by the 
examiner as the matrix of pixels in the image sensor. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 50- 
55 digitizing the scene image data into a digitized scene image data and storing the digitized 
scene image data in memory (22). Dulin et al teaches that the camera can supply a high 
definition digital signal to an image memory (22). Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 
selecting a plurality of subsets of the digitized scene image data; Dulin et al teaches that if the 
communications link contains a return channel, the user can specify a fraction of the overall 
image which contains the window in which the user wishes to see. Furthermore, Dulin et al 
teaches that multiple users can select regions. This is viewed by the examiner as selecting a 
plurality of subsets of the image. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 performing 
additional processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin et al 
teaches that before the selected images are transmitted to the client's the image data is subjected 
to compression, edge correction, and warping. Performing compression, edge correction, and 
warping is viewed by the examiner to be additional processing. 
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3: In regards to Claim 4, Dulin et al teaches on Column 1, Lines 54-65 that the subsets 
correspond to a focus area in the scene. Dulin et al teaches that due to the wide field of view of 
the camera the entire wide image is in focus. Dulin et al further teaches that all of the regions 
selected by the users correspond to regions within the in focus wide field of view image. 
4: As for Claim 5, Dulin et al teaches on column 2, Lines 43-52 the camera is used to 
transmit images on a network. Dulin et al teaches that the images can be transmitted over the 
Internet. It is viewed by the examiner that the internet is a network. 
5: In regards to Claim 6, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 the camera is 
communicatively coupled to a set top box that is capable of transmitting images over data 
streams in a network. Dulin et al teaches that image data is collected from a high definition 
camera and is then digitized and stored image memory. Dulin et al teaches that after the image 
data is stored image circuitry is used which performs compression and edge correction and 
transmits a selected region of the image based on a signal from a remote user. Dulin et al does 
not specifically state that the processing and transmitting is performed in a set top box. 
However, it is viewed by the examiner that the term set top box is extremely broad. 
Furthermore, the examiner views the device that performs the compression and transmitting as 
being a set top box. 

6: As for Claim 7, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 50-67 the selecting the subsets is 
controlled by a set top box that is capable to transmit images across a network. Dulin et al 
teaches that after the image is digitized and stored in memory, the remote users can select a 
window of the image to be transmitted to them. Then processing circuitry is used to select the 
subset of the image and transmit the image over the internet to the remote users. Dulin et al does 
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not specifically state that the selecting the subsets and transmitting is performed in a set top box. 
However, it is viewed by the examiner that the term set top box is extremely broad. 
Furthermore, the examiner views the device that performs the selection and transmitting as being 
a set top box. 

7: In regards to Claim 8, Dulin et al teaches on column 2, Lines 43-52 the camera is used to 
transmit images on a network. Dulin et al teaches selecting a plurality of subsets of the digitized 
scene image data. The limitation that selection the subsets is controlled by the camera is very 
broad. Furthermore, the examiner asserts that the camera can be viewed as the entire system, 
Therefore, the camera controls the selecting of the subsets. 

8: As for Claim 9, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-60 the selecting the subsets is 
controlled by a processor device. Dulin et al teaches that the selecting is performed by 
processing. Therefore, Dulin et al teaches that the selecting of the subsets is controlled by a 
processor device, 

9: In regards to Claim 10, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 performing 
additional processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin et al 
teaches that the image data is subjected to compression, edge correction, and warping. The 
Examiner views compression, edge correction, and warping as requiring processing. Therefore, 
the compression, edge correction, and warping is controlled by a processor device. 
10: As for Claim 11, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 performing additional 
processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin et al teaches that the 
image data is subjected to compression, edge correction, and warping before it is transmitted on 
the internet. The Examiner views compression, edge correction, and warping as requiring 
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processing. Therefore, the compression, edge correction, and warping is controlled by a 
processor device. Dulin et al does not specifically state that the selecting the additional 
processing is performed in a set top box. However, it is viewed by the examiner that the term set 
top box is extremely broad. Furthermore, the examiner views the device that performs the 
additional processing and transmitting as being a set top box. 

11: In regards to Claim 12, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a camera captures a digital 
image and then stores the digital image in a system in which remote users can send a command 
to have a subset of the image transmitted to them remotely over the internet. Therefore, Dulin et 
al teaches the use of a camera, a system that performs selection of the subsets and a transmitter. 
Although Dulin et al does not recite the specific words set top box and companion box, the 
examiner asserts that the applicant does not limit these terms in the claim and that they are 
viewed by the examiner as being extremely broad. In the system of Dulin et al, the camera is 
communicatively coupled to a companion box (which is viewed by the examiner as being the 
circuitry to control selection of the subsets and compression). Furthermore after the image data is 
compressed it is sent to a transmitter that transmits the data over the internet. Therefore, the 
circuitry that compresses the data controls the transmitter in that the transmitter does not transmit 
data until it is compressed. Furthermore, the examiner views the transmitting device to be viewed 
as a set top box. 

12: As for Claim 13, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a camera captures a digital image 
and then stores the digital image in a system in which remote users can send a command to have 
a subset of the image transmitted to them remotely over the internet. Therefore, Dulin et al 
teaches the use of a camera, a system that performs selection of the subsets and a transmitter. 
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Although Dulin et al does not recite the specific words set top box and companion box, the 
examiner asserts that the applicant does not limit these terms in the claim and that they are 
viewed by the examiner as being extremely broad. In the system of Dulin et al, the camera is 
communicatively coupled to a companion box (which is viewed by the examiner as being the 
circuitry to control selection of the subsets and compression). Furthermore after the image data is 
compressed it is sent to a transmitter that transmits the data over the internet. Therefore, the 
circuitry that compresses the data controls the transmitter in that the transmitter does not transmit 
data until it is compressed. Furthermore, the examiner views the transmitting device to be viewed 
as a set top box. 

13: In regards to Claim 14, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a camera captures a digital 
image and then stores the digital image in a system in which remote users can send a command- 
to have a subset of the image transmitted to them remotely over the internet. Therefore, Dulin et 
al teaches the use of a camera, a system that performs selection of the subsets, a system for 
performing compression and edge correction processing, and a transmitter. Although Dulin et al 
does not recite the specific words set top box and companion box, the examiner asserts that the 
applicant does not limit these terms in the claim and that they are viewed by the examiner as 
being extremely broad. In the system of Dulin et al, the camera is communicatively coupled to a 
companion box (which is viewed by the examiner as being the circuitry to perform compression 
and edge correction). Furthermore after the image data is compressed it is sent to a transmitter 
that transmits the data over the internet. Therefore, the circuitry that compresses the data controls 
the transmitter in that the transmitter does not transmit data until it is compressed. Furthermore, 
the examiner views the transmitting device to be viewed as a set top box. 
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14: As for Claim 15, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 51-63 the process of performing 
correction of the edges of the selected image. This process is viewed by the examiner as 
additional processing. Furthermore, this process is viewed as performing distortion compensation 
on the elected subset of the digital scene image data. 

15: In regards to Claim 16, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 51-67 the process of 
performing compression on the selected image. This process is viewed by the examiner as 
additional processing.. 

16: As for Claim 17, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 53-60 transmitting the selected 
subsets of the digitized scene image data to a destination device. The destination device is 
viewed by the examiner as the remote user on a home computer. 

17: In regards to Claim 19, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 wherein one of the 
selected subsets of the digitized scene image data is selected based on a location relative to 
another one of the selected subsets. The examiner asserts that all of the possible selected regions 
of the image will be in a location that is relative to all of the other subsets. 
1 8: As for Claim 20, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 that a signal is received 
from a remote user and a region of the high definition image is selected based on the signal 
received from the user. This is viewed by the examiner as a command signal. 
19: In regards to Claim 23, Dulin et al teaches and depicts in Figures 5 and 6 a method of 
capturing an image by use of a camera (20), the method comprising: placing a scene within a 
field of vision of a wide angle lens coupled to the camera; (Column 1, Lines 37-53) Dulin et al 
teaches the use of capturing an image with a camera that has a large field of view. This is viewed 
by the examiner as a wide-angle lens camera. Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 14-20 
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storing image data of the scene in an image collection array. The image collection array is 
viewed by the examiner as the matrix of pixels in the image sensor. Dulin et al teaches on 
Column 4, Lines 50-55 digitizing the scene image data into a digitized scene image data and 
storing the digitized scene image data in memory (22). Dulin et al teaches that the camera can 
supply a high definition digital signal to an image memory (22). Dulin et al teaches on Column 
2, Lines 43-52 selecting a plurality of subsets of the digitized scene image data; Dulin et al 
teaches that if the communications link contains a return channel, the user can specify a fraction 
of the overall image which contains the window in which the user wishes to see. Furthermore, 
Dulin et al teaches that multiple users can select regions. This is viewed by the examiner as 
selecting a plurality of subsets of the image. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 
performing additional processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin 
et al teaches that before the selected images are transmitted to the client's the image data is 
subjected to compression, edge correction, and warping. Performing compression, edge 
correction, and warping is viewed by the examiner to be additional processing. 
20: As for Claim 26, Dulin et al teaches on Column 1, Lines 54-65 that the subsets 
correspond to a focus area in the scene. Dulin et al teaches that due to the wide field of view of 
the camera the entire wide image is in focus. Dulin et al further teaches that all of the regions 
selected by the users correspond to regions within the in focus wide field of view image. 
21 : In regards to Claim 27, Dulin et al teaches on column 2, Lines 43-52 the camera is used 
to transmit images on a network. Dulin et al teaches that the images can be transmitted over the 
Internet. It is viewed by the examiner that the internet is a network. 
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22: As for Claim 28, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 the camera is 
communicatively coupled to a set top box that is capable of transmitting images over data 
streams in a network. Dulin et al teaches that image data is collected from a high definition 
camera and is then digitized and stored image memory. Dulin et al teaches that after the image 
data is stored image circuitry is used which performs compression and edge correction and 
transmits a selected region of the image based on a signal from a remote user. Dulin et al does 
not specifically state that the processing and transmitting is performed in a set top box. 
However, it is viewed by the examiner that the term set top box is extremely broad. 
Furthermore, the examiner views the device that performs the compression and transmitting as 
being a set top box, 

23: In regards to Claim 29, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 50-67 the selecting the 
subsets is controlled by a set top box that is capable to transmit images across a network. Dulin 
et al teaches that after the image is digitized and stored in memory, the remote users can select a 
window of the image to be transmitted to them. Then processing circuitry is used to select the 
subset of the image and transmit the image over the internet to the remote users. Dulin et al does 
not specifically state that the selecting the subsets and transmitting is performed in a set top box. 
However, it is viewed by the examiner that the term set top box is extremely broad. 
Furthermore, the examiner views the device that performs the selection and transmitting as being 
a set top box. 

24: As for Claim 30, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 performing additional 
processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin et al teaches that the 
image data is subjected to compression, edge correction, and warping before it is transmitted on 
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the internet. The Examiner views compression, edge correction, and warping as requiring 
processing. Therefore, the compression, edge correction, and warping is controlled by a 
processor device. Dulin et al does not specifically state that the selecting the additional 
processing is performed in a set top box. However, it is viewed by the examiner that the term set 
top box is extremely broad. Furthermore, the examiner views the device that performs the 
additional processing and transmitting as being a set top box. 

25: In regards to Claim 31, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a camera captures a digital 
image and then stores the digital image in a system in which remote users can send a command 
to have a subset of the image transmitted to them remotely over the internet. Therefore, Dulin et 
al teaches the use of a camera, a system that performs selection of the subsets and a transmitter. 
Although Dulin et al does not recite the specific words set top box and companion box, the 
examiner asserts that the applicant does not limit these terms in the claim and that they are 
viewed by the examiner as being extremely broad. In the system of Dulin et al, the camera is 
communicatively coupled to a companion box (which is viewed by the examiner as being the 
circuitry to control selection of the subsets and compression). Furthermore after the image data is 
compressed it is sent to a transmitter that transmits the data over the internet. Therefore, the 
circuitry that compresses the data controls the transmitter in that the transmitter does not transmit 
data until it is compressed. Furthermore, the examiner views the transmitting device to be viewed 
as a set top box. 

26: As for Claim 32, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a camera captures a digital image 
and then stores the digital image in a system in which remote users can send a command to have 
a subset of the image transmitted to them remotely over the internet. Therefore, Dulin et al 
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teaches the use of a camera, a system that performs selection of the subsets and a transmitter. 
Although Dulin et al does not recite the specific words set top box and companion box, the 
examiner asserts that the applicant does not limit these terms in the claim and that they are 
viewed by the examiner as being extremely broad. In the system of Dulin et al, the camera is 
communicatively coupled to a companion box (which is viewed by the examiner as being the 
circuitry to control selection of the subsets and compression). Furthermore after the image data is 
compressed it is sent to a transmitter that transmits the data over the internet. Therefore, the 
circuitry that compresses the data controls the transmitter in that the transmitter does not transmit 
data until it is compressed. Furthermore, the examiner views the transmitting device to be viewed 
as a set top box. 

27: In regards to Claim 33, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a camera captures a digital 
image and then stores the digital image in a system in which remote users can send a command 
to have a subset of the image transmitted to them remotely over the internet. Therefore, Dulin et 
al teaches the use of a camera, a system that performs selection of the subsets, a system for 
performing compression and edge correction processing, and a transmitter. Although Dulin et al 
does not recite the specific words set top box and companion box, the examiner asserts that the 
applicant does not limit these terms in the claim and that they are viewed by the examiner as 
being extremely broad. In the system of Dulin et al, the camera is communicatively coupled to a 
companion box (which is viewed by the examiner as being the circuitry to perform compression 
and edge correction). Furthermore after the image data is compressed it is sent to a transmitter 
that transmits the data over the internet. Therefore, the circuitry that compresses the data controls 
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the transmitter in that the transmitter does not transmit data until it is compressed. Furthermore, 
the examiner views the transmitting device to be viewed as a set top box. 
28: As for Claim 34, Dulin et al teaches that image data from a camera compressed and edge 
corrected using processing techniques. Therefore, the camera is communicatively coupled to a 
processing device. 

29: In regards to Claim 35, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-60 the selecting the 
subsets is controlled by a processor device. Dulin et al teaches that the selecting is performed by 
processing. Therefore, Dulin et al teaches that the selecting of the subsets is controlled by a 
processor device. 

30: As for Claim 36, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 performing additional 
processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin et al teaches that the 
image data is subjected to compression, edge correction, and warping. The Examiner views 
compression, edge correction, and warping as requiring processing. Therefore, the compression, 
edge correction, and warping is controlled by a processor device. 

31: In regards to Claim 37, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 51-67 the process of 
performing compression on the selected image. This process is viewed by the examiner as 
additional processing.. 

32: As for Claim 38, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 53-60 transmitting the selected 
subsets of the digitized scene image data to a destination device. The destination device is 
viewed by the examiner as the remote user on a home computer. 

33: In regards to Claim 40, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 wherein one of the 
selected subsets of the digitized scene image data is selected based on a location relative to 
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another one of the selected subsets. The examiner asserts that all of the possible selected regions 
of the image will be in a location that is relative to all of the other subsets. 
34: As for Claim 41, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 that a signal is received 
from a remote user and a region of the high definition image is selected based on the signal 
received from the user. This is viewed by the examiner as a command signal. 
35: In regards to Claim 44, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 14-20 storing image data 
of the scene in an image collection array. The image collection array is viewed by the examiner 
as the matrix of pixels in the image sensor. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 50-55 
digitizing the scene image data into a digitized scene image data and storing the digitized scene 
image data in memory (22). Dulin et al teaches that the camera can supply a high definition 
digital signal to an image memory (22). Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 selecting a 
plurality of subsets of the digitized scene image data; Dulin et al teaches that if the 
communications link contains a return channel, the user can specify a fraction of the overall 
image which contains the window in which the user wishes to see. Furthermore, Dulin et al 
teaches that multiple users can select regions. This is viewed by the examiner as selecting a 
plurality of subsets of the image. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 performing 
additional processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin et al 
teaches that before the selected images are transmitted to the client's the image data is subjected 
to compression, edge correction, and warping. Performing compression, edge correction, and 
warping is viewed by the examiner to be additional processing. 

36: As for Claim 45, Dulin et al teaches and depicts in Figures 5 and 6 a method of capturing 
an image by use of a camera (20), the method comprising: placing a scene within a field of 
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vision of a wide angle lens coupled to the camera; (Column 1, Lines 37-53) Dulin et al teaches 
the use of capturing an image with a camera that has a large field of view. This is viewed by the 
examiner as a wide-angle lens camera. Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 14-20 storing 
image data of the scene in an image collection array. The image collection array is viewed by the 
examiner as the matrix of pixels in the image sensor. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 50- 
55 digitizing the scene image data into a digitized scene image data and storing the digitized 
scene image data in memory (22). Dulin et al teaches that the camera can supply a high 
definition digital signal to an image memory (22). Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 
selecting a plurality of subsets of the digitized scene image data; Dulin et al teaches that if the 
communications link contains a return channel, the user can specify a fraction of the overall 
image which contains the window in which the user wishes to see. Furthermore, Dulin et al 
teaches that multiple users can select regions. This is viewed by the examiner as selecting a 
plurality of subsets of the image. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 performing 
additional processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin et al 
teaches that before the selected images are transmitted to the client's the image data is subjected 
to compression, edge correction, and warping. Performing compression, edge correction, and 
warping is viewed by the examiner to be additional processing. 

37: In regards to Claim 46, Dulin et al teaches and depicts in Figures 5 and 6 a method of 
capturing an image by use of a camera (20), the method comprising: placing a scene within a 
field of vision of a wide angle lens coupled to the camera; (Column 1, Lines 37-53) Dulin et al 
teaches the use of capturing an image with a camera that has a large field of view. This is viewed 
by the examiner as a wide-angle lens camera. Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 14-20 
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storing image data of the scene in an image collection array. The image collection array is 
viewed by the examiner as the matrix of pixels in the image sensor. Dulin et al teaches on 
Column 4, Lines 50-55 digitizing the scene image data into a digitized scene image data and 
storing the digitized scene image data in memory (22). Dulin et al teaches that the camera can 
supply a high definition digital signal to an image memory (22). Dulin et al teaches on Column 
2, Lines 43-52 selecting a plurality of subsets of the digitized scene image data; Dulin et al 
teaches that if the communications link contains a return channel, the user can specify a fraction 
of the overall image which contains the window in which the user wishes to see. Furthermore, 
Dulin et al teaches that multiple users can select regions. This is viewed by the examiner as 
selecting a plurality of subsets of the image. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 
performing additional processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin 
et al teaches that before the selected images are transmitted to the client's the image data is 
subjected to compression, edge correction, and warping. Performing compression, edge 
correction, and warping is viewed by the examiner to be additional processing. Dulin et al does 
not specifically state that a webcam engine is used to select the plurality of subsets. However, 
Dulin et al does state that the subsets can be selected by users over the internet. Therefore, it is 
viewed by the examiner that the circuitry to select the subsets is a webcam engine since it is used 
over the internet. 

38: As for Claim 49, Dulin et al teaches on Column 1, Lines 54-65 that the subsets 
correspond to a focus area in the scene. Dulin et al teaches that due to the wide field of view of 
the camera the entire wide image is in focus. Dulin et al further teaches that all of the regions 
selected by the users correspond to regions within the in focus wide field of view image. 
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39: In regards to Claim 5 1 , Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 wherein one of the 

selected subsets of the digitized scene image data is selected based on a location relative to 

another one of the selected subsets. The examiner asserts that all of the possible selected regions 

of the image will be in a location that is relative to all of the other subsets. 

40: As for Claim 52, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 that a signal is received 

from a remote user and a region of the high definition image is selected based on the signal 

received from the user. This is viewed by the examiner as a command signal. 

41: In regards to Claim 55, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 51-63 the process of 

performing correction of the edges of the selected image. This process is viewed by the examiner 

as additional processing. Furthermore, this process is viewed as performing distortion 

compensation on the elected subset of the digital scene image data. 

42: As for Claim 56, The examiner views the limitation "the unit is a set top box" as 

extremely broad and therefore, views the system to perform region selection, compression and 

transmitting as being a set top box. 

43: In regards to Claim 57, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 performing 
additional processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin et al 
teaches that before the selected images are transmitted to the client's the image data is subjected 
to compression, edge correction, and warping. Therefore, the examiner views the circuitry and 
software used to perform these processes as being a processor. 

44: As for Claim 58, The examiner views the limitation "the unit is a companion box" as 
extremely broad and therefore, views the system to perform region selection, compression and 
transmitting as being a companion box. 
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45: In regards to Claim 59, Dulin et al teaches and depicts in Figures 5 and 6 a method of 
capturing an image by use of a camera (20), the method comprising: placing a scene within a 
field of vision of a wide angle lens coupled to the camera; (Column 1, Lines 37-53) Dulin et al 
teaches the use of capturing an image with a camera that has a large field of view. This is viewed 
by the examiner as a wide-angle lens camera. Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 14-20 
storing image data of the scene in an image collection array. The image collection array is 
viewed by the examiner as the matrix of pixels in the image sensor. Dulin et al teaches on 
Column. 4, Lines 50-55 digitizing the scene image data into a digitized scene image data and 
storing the digitized scene image data in memory (22). Dulin et al teaches that the camera can 
supply a high definition digital signal to an image memory (22). Dulin et al teaches on Column 
2, Lines 43-52 selecting a plurality of subsets of the digitized scene image data; Dulin et al 
teaches that if the communications link contains a return channel, the user can specify a fraction 
of the overall image which contains the window in which the user wishes to see. Furthermore, 
Dulin et al teaches that multiple users can select regions. This is viewed by the examiner as 
selecting a plurality of subsets of the image. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 
performing additional processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin 
et al teaches that before the selected images are transmitted to the client's the image data is 
subjected to compression, edge correction, and warping. Performing compression, edge 
correction, and warping is viewed by the examiner to be additional processing. 
46: As for Claim 62, Dulin et al teaches on Column 1, Lines 54-65 that the subsets 
correspond to a focus area in the scene. Dulin et al teaches that due to the wide field of view of 
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the camera the entire wide image is in focus. Dulin et al further teaches that all of the regions 

selected by the users correspond to regions within the in focus wide field of view image. 

47: In regards to Claim 64, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 wherein one of the 

selected subsets of the digitized scene image data is selected based on a location relative to 

another one of the selected subsets. The examiner asserts that all of the possible selected regions 

of the image will be in a location that is relative to all of the other subsets. 

48: As for Claim 65, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 that a signal is received 

from a remote user and a region of the high definition image is selected based on the signal 

received from the user. This is viewed by the examiner as a command signal 

49: In regards to Claim 68, Dulin et al does not specifically state that a webcam engine is 

used to select the plurality of subsets. However, Dulin et al does state that the subsets can be 

selected by users over the internet. Therefore, it is viewed by the examiner that the circuitry to 

select the subsets is a webcam engine since it is used over the internet. 

50: As for Claim 69, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 51-63 the process of performing 
correction of the edges of the selected image. This process is viewed by the examiner as 
additional processing. Furthermore, this process is viewed as performing distortion compensation 
on the elected subset of the digital scene image data. 

51: In regards to Claim 70, Dulin et al teaches and depicts in Figures 5 and 6 a method of 
capturing an image by use of a camera (20), the method comprising: placing a scene within a 
field of vision of a wide angle lens coupled to the camera; (Column 1, Lines 37-53) Dulin et al 
teaches the use of capturing an image with a camera that has a large field of view. This is viewed 
by the examiner as a wide-angle lens camera. Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 14-20 



Application/Control Number: 09/923,820 Page 20 

Art Unit: 2612 

storing image data of the scene in an image collection array. The image collection array is 
viewed by the examiner as the matrix of pixels in the image sensor. Dulin et al teaches on 
Column 4, Lines 50-55 digitizing the scene image data into a digitized scene image data and 
storing the digitized scene image data in memory (22). Dulin et al teaches that the camera can 
supply a high definition digital signal to an image memory (22). Dulin et al teaches on Column 
2, Lines 43-52 selecting a plurality of subsets of the digitized scene image data; Dulin et al 
teaches that if the communications link contains a return channel, the user can specify a fraction 
of the overall image which contains the window in which the user wishes to see. Furthermore, 
Dulin et al teaches that multiple users can select regions. This is viewed by the examiner as 
selecting a plurality of subsets of the image. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 
performing additional processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin 
et al teaches that before the selected images are transmitted to the client's the image data is 
subjected to compression, edge correction, and warping. Performing compression, edge 
correction, and warping is viewed by the examiner to be additional processing. Dulin et al does 
not specifically state that a webcam engine is used to select the plurality of subsets. However, 
Dulin et al does state that the subsets can be selected by users over the internet. Therefore, it is 
viewed by the examiner that the circuitry to select the subsets is a webcam engine since it is used 
over the internet. Simulating a function of the digital camera is viewed as panning and tilting of 
the camera be selecting a region of the captured image. 

52: As for Claim 72, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 wherein one of the 
selected subsets of the digitized scene image data is selected based on a location relative to 
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another one of the selected subsets. The examiner asserts that all of the possible selected regions 

of the image will be in a location that is relative to all of the other subsets. 

53: In regards to Claim 73, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 that a signal is 

received from a remote user and a region of the high definition image is selected based on the 

signal received from the user. This is viewed by the examiner as a command signal 

54: As for Claim 76, Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 performing additional 

processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin et al teaches that 

before the selected images are transmitted to the client's the image data is subjected to 

compression, edge correction, and warping. Performing edge correction is viewed by the 

examiner as performing distortion compensation. 

55: In regards to Claim 77, Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 53-60 transmitting the 
selected subsets of the digitized scene image data to a destination device. The destination device 
is viewed by the examiner as the remote user on a home computer. 

56: As for Claim 78, Dulin et al teaches and depicts in Figures 5 and 6 a method of capturing 
an image by use of a camera (20), the method comprising: placing a scene within a field of 
vision of a wide angle lens coupled to the camera; (Column 1, Lines 37-53) Dulin et al teaches 
the use of capturing an image with a camera that has a large field of view. This is viewed by the 
examiner as a wide-angle lens camera. Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 14-20 storing 
image data of the scene in an image collection array. The image collection array is viewed by the 
examiner as the matrix of pixels in the image sensor. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 50- 
55 digitizing the scene image data into a digitized scene image data and storing the digitized 
scene image data in memory (22). Dulin et al teaches that the camera can supply a high 
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definition digital signal to an image memory (22). Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 43-52 
selecting a plurality of subsets of the digitized scene image data; Dulin et al teaches that if the 
communications link contains a return channel, the user can specify a fraction of the overall 
image which contains the window in which the user wishes to see. Furthermore, Dulin et al 
teaches that multiple users can select regions. This is viewed by the examiner as selecting a 
plurality of subsets of the image. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 performing 
additional processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin et al 
teaches that before the selected images are transmitted to the client's the image data is subjected 
to compression, edge correction, and warping. Performing compression, edge correction, and 
warping is viewed by the examiner to be additional processing. 

57: In regards to Claim 79, Dulin et al teaches and depicts in Figures 5 and 6 a method of 
capturing an image by use of a camera (20), the method comprising: placing a scene within a 
field of vision of a wide angle lens coupled to the camera; (Column 1, Lines 37-53) Dulin et al 
teaches the use of capturing an image with a camera that has a large field of view. This is viewed 
by the examiner as a wide-angle lens camera. Dulin et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 14-20 
storing image data of the scene in an image collection array. The image collection array is 
viewed by the examiner as the matrix of pixels in the image sensor. Dulin et al teaches on 
Column 4, Lines 50-55 digitizing the scene image data into a digitized scene image data and 
storing the digitized scene image data in memory (22). Dulin et al teaches that the camera can 
supply a high definition digital signal to an image memory (22). Dulin et al teaches on Column 
2, Lines 43-52 selecting a plurality of subsets of the digitized scene image data; Dulin et al 
teaches that if the communications link contains a return channel, the user can specify a fraction 
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of the overall image which contains the window in which the user wishes to see. Furthermore, 
Dulin et al teaches that multiple users can select regions. This is viewed by the examiner as 
selecting a plurality of subsets of the image. Dulin et al teaches on Column 4, Lines 57-67 
performing additional processing on the selected subsets of the digitized scene image data. Dulin 
et al teaches that before the selected images are transmitted to the client's the image data is 
subjected to compression, edge correction, and warping. Performing compression, edge 
correction, and warping is viewed by the examiner to be additional processing. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

58: Claims 2, 24, 47 and 60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
USPN 6,606,422 Dulin et al. 

59: As for Claim 2, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image is 
captured by a camera and remote users over the internet can select regions within the image to be 
transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. Dulin et al does not specifically state 
that the plurality of regions selected by the users are selected serially. Furthermore, if the users 
select the regions at different instances in times, the regions would be selected serially. 

Official notice is taken that it was well known in the art at the time the invention was 
made to allow users to select the images at different incidents in time. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to allow the users of the system of Dulin et al to select the regions at 
different times and therefore causing the regions to be selected serially. 

60: In regards to Claim 24, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image 
is captured by a camera and remote users over the internet can select regions within the image to 
be transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. Dulin et al does not specifically 
state that the plurality of regions selected by the users are selected serially. Furthermore, if the 
users select the regions at different instances in times, the regions would be selected serially. 

Official notice is taken that it was well known in the art at the time the invention was 
made to allow users to select the images at different incidents in time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to allow the users of the system of Dulin et al to select the regions at 
different times and therefore causing the regions to be selected serially. 
61: As for Claim 47, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image is 
captured by a camera and remote users over the internet can select regions within the image to be 
transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. Dulin et al does not specifically state 
that the plurality of regions selected by the users are selected serially. Furthermore, if the users 
select the regions at different instances in times, the regions would be selected serially. 

Official notice is taken that it was well known in the art at the time the invention was 
made to allow users to select the images at different incidents in time. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to allow the users of the system of Dulin et al to select the regions at 
different times and therefore causing the regions to be selected serially. 

62: In regards to Claim 60, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image 
is captured by a camera and remote users over the internet can select regions within the image to 
be transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. Dulin et al does not specifically 
state that the plurality of regions selected by the users are selected serially. Furthermore, if the 
users select the regions at different instances in times, the regions would be selected serially. 

Official notice is taken that it was well known in the art at the time the invention was 
made to allow users to select the images at different incidents in time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to allow the users of the system of Dulin et al to select the regions at 
different times and therefore causing the regions to be selected serially. 
63: Claims 3, 21, 22, 25, 42, 43, 48, 53, 54, 61, 66, 67, 74 and 75 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 6,606,422 Dulin et al in view of USPN 
6,727,940 Oka et al. 

64: As for Claim 3, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image is 
captured by a camera and remote users over the internet can select regions within the image to be 
transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. However, Dulin et al does not teach 
that the regions selected by the remote users can be integrated to form one integrated output 
image. 
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Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select a sub-region of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
in order to save bandwidth a composite output image (1504) which composes all of the regions 
selected by the users is formed and then the composite output image (1504) is output to all of the 
users. Oka et al teaches that this method is advantageous because it simplifies the system design 
be allowing one image (1504) to be transmitted by the system. Furthermore, Oka et al teaches 
that this method is advantageous because it reduces the required bandwidth of the system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill I the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the system of Dulin et al to form a composite image from all of the 
selected regions by the users as taught by Oka et al in order to simplify the system design and to 
reduce the required bandwidth of the system. 

65: In regards to Claim 21 , Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image 
is captured by a camera and remote users over the Internet can select regions within the image to 
be transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. However, Dulin et al does not 
teach that the regions selected by the remote users can be overlapping. 

Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select sub-regions of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
the regions selected by the user can overlap as depicted in Figure 15N by regions (1506 and 
1507). It is advantageous to allow the users to select regions that over lap so that different users 
will be able to view the same region of the image at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the remote users in the system of Dulin et al to select overlapping 
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regions as taught by Oka et al in order to allow the users to select regions that over lap so that 
different users will be able to view the same region of the image at the same time. 
66: As for Claim 22, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image is 
captured by a camera and remote users over the Internet can select regions within the image to be 
transmitted to their individual computers over the Internet. However, Dulin et al does not teach 
that the regions selected by the remote users can be non-overlapping. 

Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select sub-regions of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
the regions selected by the user can be non-overlapping as depicted in Figure 15N by regions 
(1506 and 1508). It is advantageous to allow the users to select regions that do not overlap so 
that different users will be able to view different region of the image at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the remote users in the system of Dulin et al to select non- 
overlapping regions as taught by Oka et al in order to allow the users to select regions that do not 
overlap so that different users will be able to view different regions of the image at the same 
time. 

67: In regards to Claim 25, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image 
is captured by a camera and remote users over the internet can select regions within the image to 
be transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. However, Dulin et al does not 
teach that the regions selected by the remote users can be integrated to form one integrated 
output image. 
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Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select a sub-region of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
in order to save bandwidth a composite output image (1504) which composes all of the regions 
selected by the users is formed and then the composite output image (1504) is output to all of the 
users. Oka et al teaches that this method is advantageous because it simplifies the system design 
be allowing one image (1504) to be transmitted by the system. Furthermore, Oka et al teaches 
that this method is advantageous because it reduces the required bandwidth of the system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill I the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the system of Dulin et al to form a composite image from all of the 
selected regions by the users as taught by Oka et al in order to simplify the system design and to 
reduce the required bandwidth of the system. 

68: As for Claim 42, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image is 
captured by a camera and remote users over the Internet can select regions within the image to be 
transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. However, Dulin et al does not teach 
that the regions selected by the remote users can be overlapping. 

Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select sub-regions of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
the regions selected by the user can overlap as depicted in Figure 15N by regions (1506 and 
1507). It is advantageous to allow the users to select regions that over lap so that different users 
will be able to view the same region of the image at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the remote users in the system of Dulin et al to select overlapping 
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regions as taught by Oka et al in order to allow the users to select regions that over lap so that 
different users will be able to view the same region of the image at the same time. 
69: In regards to Claim 43, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image 
is captured by a camera and remote users over the Internet can select regions within the image to 
be transmitted to their individual computers over the Internet. However, Dulin et al does not 
teach that the regions selected by the remote users can be non-overlapping. 

Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select sub-regions of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
the regions selected by the user can be non-overlapping as depicted in Figure 1 5N by regions 
(1506 and 1508). It is advantageous to allow the users to select regions that do not overlap so 
that different users will be able to view different region of the image at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the remote users in the system of Dulin et al to select non- 
overlapping regions as taught by Oka et al in order to allow the users to select regions that do not 
overlap so that different users will be able to view different regions of the image at the same 
time. 

70: As for Claim 48, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image is 
captured by a camera and remote users over the internet can select regions within the image to be 
transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. However, Dulin et al does not teach 
that the regions selected by the remote users can be integrated to form one integrated output 
image. 



Application/Control Number: 09/923,820 Page 30 

Art Unit: 2612 

Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select a sub-region of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
in order to save bandwidth a composite output image (1504) which composes all of the regions 
selected by the users is formed and then the composite output image (1504) is output to all of the 
users. Oka et al teaches that this method is advantageous because it simplifies the system design 
be allowing one image (1504) to be transmitted by the system. Furthermore, Oka et al teaches 
that this method is advantageous because it reduces the required bandwidth of the system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill I the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the system of Dulin et al to form a composite image from all of the 
selected regions by the users as taught by Oka et al in order to simplify the system design and to 
reduce the required bandwidth of the system. 

71 : In regards to Claim 53, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image 
is captured by a camera and remote users over the Internet can select regions within the image to 
be transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. However, Dulin et al does not 
teach that the regions selected by the remote users can be overlapping. 

Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select sub-regions of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
the regions selected by the user can overlap as depicted in Figure 15N by regions (1506 and 
1507). It is advantageous to allow the users to select regions that over lap so that different users 
will be able to view the same region of the image at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to enable the remote users in the system of Dulin et al to select overlapping regions as 
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taught by Oka et al in order to allow the users to select regions that over lap so that different 
users will be able to view the same region of the image at the same time. 
72: As for Claim 54, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image is 
captured by a camera and remote users over the Internet can select regions within the image to be 
transmitted to their individual computers over the Internet. However, Dulin et al does not teach 
that the regions selected by the remote users can be non-overlapping. 

Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select sub-regions of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
the regions selected by the user can be non-overlapping as depicted in Figure 1 5N by regions 
(1506 and 1508). It is advantageous to allow the users to select regions that do not overlap so 
that different users will be able to view different region of the image at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the remote users in the system of Dulin et al to select non- 
overlapping regions as taught by Oka et al in order to allow the users to select regions that do not 
overlap so that different users will be able to view different regions of the image at the same 
time, 

73: In regards to Claim 61, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image 
is captured by a camera and remote users over the internet can select regions within the image to 
be transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. However, Dulin et al does not 
teach that the regions selected by the remote users can be integrated to form one integrated 
output image. 
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Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select a sub-region of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
in order to save bandwidth a composite output image (1504) which composes all of the regions 
selected by the users is formed and then the composite output image (1504) is output to all of the 
users. Oka et al teaches that this method is advantageous because it simplifies the system design 
be allowing one image (1504) to be transmitted by the system. Furthermore, Oka et al teaches 
that this method is advantageous because it reduces the required bandwidth of the system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill I the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the system of Dulin et al to form a composite image from all of the 
selected regions by the users as taught by Oka et al in order to simplify the system design and to 
reduce the required bandwidth of the system. 

74: As for Claim 66, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image is 
captured by a camera and remote users over the Internet can select regions within the image to be 
transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. However, Dulin et al does not teach 
that the regions selected by the remote users can be overlapping. 

Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select sub-regions of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
the regions selected by the user can overlap as depicted in Figure 15N by regions (1506 and 
1507). It is advantageous to allow the users to select regions that over lap so that different users 
will be able to view the same region of the image at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to enable the remote users in the system of Dulin et al to select overlapping regions as 
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taught by Oka et al in order to allow the users to select regions that over lap so that different 
users will be able to view the same region of the image at the same time. 
75: In regards to Claim 67, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image 
is captured by a camera and remote users over the Internet can select regions within the image to 
be transmitted to their individual computers over the Internet. However, Dulin et al does not 
teach that the regions selected by the remote users can be non-overlapping. 

Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select sub-regions of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
the regions selected by the user can be non-overlapping as depicted in Figure 1 5N by regions 
(1506 and 1508). It is advantageous to allow the users to select regions that do not overlap so 
that different users will be able to view different region of the image at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the remote users in the system of Dulin et al to select non- 
overlapping regions as taught by Oka et al in order to allow the users to select regions that do not 
overlap so that different users will be able to view different regions of the image at the same 
time. 

76: As for Claim 74, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image is 
captured by a camera and remote users over the Internet can select regions within the image to be 
transmitted to their individual computers over the internet. However, Dulin et al does not teach 
that the regions selected by the remote users can be overlapping. 

Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select sub-regions of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
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the regions selected by the user can overlap as depicted in Figure 15N by regions (1506 and 
1507). It is advantageous to allow the users to select regions that over lap so that different users 
will be able to view the same region of the image at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to enable the remote users in the system of Dulin et al to select overlapping regions as 
taught by Oka et al in order to allow the users to select regions that over lap so that different 
users will be able to view the same region of the image at the same time. 
77: In regards to Claim 75, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image 
is captured by a camera and remote users over the Internet can select regions within the image to 
be transmitted to their individual computers over the Internet. However, Dulin et al does not 
teach that the regions selected by the remote users can be non-overlapping. 

Oka et al teaches on Column 5, Lines 1-42 and depict in Figure 15B a system in which a 
plurality of users over a network can each select sub-regions of an image. Oka et al teaches that 
the regions selected by the user can be non-overlapping as depicted in Figure 1 5N by regions 
(1506 and 1508). It is advantageous to allow the users to select regions that do not overlap so 
that different users will be able to view different region of the image at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the remote users in the system of Dulin et al to select non- 
overlapping regions as taught by Oka et al in order to allow the users to select regions that do not 
overlap so that different users will be able to view different regions of the image at the same 
time. 
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78: Claims 18, 39, 50, 63 and 71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over USPN 6,606,422 Dulin et al in view of USPN 6,507,366 Lee. 

79: As for Claim 18, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image is 
captured by a camera and subsets of the image are sent to remote users over the internet. Dulin et 
al teaches that the selected region is selected by a user over the internet. However, Dulin et al 
does not teach that the selected regions can be selected based on detected activity in the scene. 

Lee teaches on Column 2, Line 66 - Column 3, Line 27 the use of a camera system in 
which a motion detector detects motion in a field of view of a camera and pans and tilts the 
camera accordingly so that the region that contains the activity is images by the camera. Lee 
teaches that this method is advantageous because it allows the region of interest that contains the 
moving object to be the image that is captured by the camera. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the users in the camera system of Dulin et al to automatically 
select the region (electronically control pan and tilt angle) of the image based on the detected 
activity in the scene as taught by Lee, In order to allow the region of interest that contains the 
moving object to be the image that is captured by the camera. 

80: In regards to Claim 39, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image 
is captured by a camera and subsets of the image are sent to remote users over the internet. Dulin 
et al teaches that the selected region is selected by a user over the internet. However, Dulin et al 
does not teach that the selected regions can be selected based on detected activity in the scene. 

Lee teaches on Column 2, Line 66 - Column 3, Line 27 the use of a camera system in 
which a motion detector detects motion in a field of view of a camera and pans and tilts the 
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camera accordingly so that the region that contains the activity is images by the camera. Lee 
teaches that this method is advantageous because it allows the region of interest that contains the 
moving object to be the image that is captured by the camera. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the users in the camera system of Dulin et al to automatically 
select the region (electronically control pan and tilt angle) of the image based on the detected 
activity in the scene as taught by Lee, In order to allow the region of interest that contains the 
moving object to be the image that is captured by the camera. 

81: As for Claim 50, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image is 
captured by a camera and subsets of the image are sent to remote users over the internet. Dulin et 
al teaches that the selected region is selected by a user over the internet. However, Dulin et al 
does not teach that the selected regions can be selected based on detected activity in the scene. 

Lee teaches on Column 2, Line 66 - Column 3, Line 27 the use of a camera system in 
which a motion detector detects motion in a field of view of a camera and pans and tilts the 
camera accordingly so that the region that contains the activity is images by the camera. Lee 
teaches that this method is advantageous because it allows the region of interest that contains the 
moving object to be the image that is captured by the camera. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the users in the camera system of Dulin et al to automatically 
select the region (electronically control pan and tilt angle) of the image based on the detected 
activity in the scene as taught by Lee, In order to allow the region of interest that contains the 
moving object to be the image that is captured by the camera. 
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82: In regards to Claim 63, Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image 
is captured by a camera and subsets of the image are sent to remote users over the internet. Dulin 
et al teaches that the selected region is selected by a user over the internet. However, Dulin et al 
does not teach that the selected regions can be selected based on detected activity in the scene. 

Lee teaches on Column 2, Line 66 - Column 3, Line 27 the use of a camera system in 
which a motion detector detects motion in a field of view of a camera and pans and tilts the 
camera accordingly so that the region that contains the activity is images by the camera. Lee 
teaches that this method is advantageous because it allows the region of interest that contains the 
moving object to be the image that is captured by the camera. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the users in the camera system of Dulin et al to automatically 
select the region (electronically control pan and tilt angle) of the image based on the detected 
activity in the scene as taught by Lee, In order to allow the region of interest that contains the 
moving object to be the image that is captured by the camera. 

83: As for Claim 71 , Dulin et al teaches a system in which a wide field of view image is 
captured by a camera and subsets of the image are sent to remote users over the internet. Dulin et 
al teaches that the selected region is selected by a user over the internet. However, Dulin et al 
does not teach that the selected regions can be selected based on detected activity in the scene. 

Lee teaches on Column 2, Line 66 - Column 3, Line 27 the use of a camera system in 
which a motion detector detects motion in a field of view of a camera and pans and tilts the 
camera accordingly so that the region that contains the activity is images by the camera. Lee 
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teaches that this method is advantageous because it allows the region of interest that contains the 
moving object to be the image that is captured by the camera. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the users in the camera system of Dulin et al to automatically 
select the region (electronically control pan and tilt angle) of the image based on the detected 
activity in the scene as taught by Lee, In order to allow the region of interest that contains the 
moving object to be the image that is captured by the camera. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US 2003/0025803 Nakamura et al; USPN 6,567,121 Kuno; USPN 6,297,846 
Edanami. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M Hannett whose telephone number is 703-305-7880 or 
571-272-7309. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:00 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 703-305-4929. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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